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W illiam Jans has a love-
hate relationship with his 
gold tooth, which glints at 

the back of his mouth when he talks. 
While others might replace it with 
enamel, he’s in no hurry. “I normally 
hate it,” he confesses, “but I’m keep-
ing it now because overseas, it’s the 
biggest hoot.”

The ultimate people person, 
Jans can make friends literally by 
opening his mouth. “It’s been a real 
conversation starter,” he says of the 
tooth. In Tanzania, two Masai war-
riors couldn’t get enough of it. “One 
of them asked if I was born with it. 
The other asked if it went right to 
the top of my head.”

Jans shares images of his 
encounters with the Masai at his 
show Tales From Tanzania, which 
takes place next Thursday (October 
14). A second show, Trekking in 
Tibet, happens on October 21. Both 
events are at the Hollywood Theatre 
(3123 West Broadway) at 8 p.m.

A professional corporate photog-
rapher who lives in Vancouver, Jans 
has a passion for travel and storytell-
ing. For over 17 
years, he’s been 
periodically sta-
ging what he calls 
“live multimedia 
extravaganzas” as a side project. In a 
phone interview, he tells the Straight 
that over 30,000 people have seen the 
show in Vancouver and other cities in 
western Canada. Most people learn 
about his shows from a friend’s rave 
review, and Jans says he’s sold out 
theatres including the Ridge 15 times.

The shows are hard to describe 
because they’re so different from any-
thing else out there. The evenings are 
fast-paced, with Jans mixing slides of 
National Geographic quality with video 
and audio clips, audience participation, 
zany commentary, and even a costume 
change or two. It’s pure entertainment, 
whether or not you’re a travel buff. 

His repertoire includes five 
shows, each focusing on a different 
part of the world. Tanzania is his 
latest, created in 2008. It features a 
climb up Mount Kilimanjaro, a safari, 
and a stay with the Masai people. 

The Tibet show 
covers Tibet, 
Everest base 
camp, southern 

China, and Laos.
Does the fact that Jans visited Tibet 

back in 2001 and Africa in 2007 make 
his shows less relevant today? “It’s 
not so much a how-to but a ‘Here’s 
what happened to me,’ ” he says. 
Great stories are timeless—such as 
the one about how the Masai slaugh-
tered a goat and offered him the 
spinal cord for breakfast, an honour 
usually reserved for elders.

Inquisitive, culturally sensitive, and 
just plain loony, Jans draws out the 
best in people the world over. He says 
that one of the biggest compliments 
he’s received was from an audience 
member who said that the people in his 
videos and photos looked like they were 

having just as much fun as he was.
The secret, he says, is learning a 

bit of the language and interacting 
with the locals, rather than just hop-
ping off the tour bus and snapping 
photos. “That’s a person,” he says. 
“How would you feel if you were at IGA 
and somebody did that to you? So I 
take that extra time to either befriend 
somebody or ask [to take a photo]. 
And if they say no, I don’t do it.”

His approach wins him friends. 
“There are so many people out there 
who travel for landmarks and vistas, 
and that’s fine,” he says. “But I travel to 
meet people. That’s what really jazzes 
me—especially finding the commonal-
ities as well as the wild differences.”

The Masai, he learned, have much 
better teeth than he does. -

Tickets for both shows are on sale 
for about $20 at Happy Bats Cin-
ema (2832 Main Street) and Video-
matica (1855 West 4th Avenue), and 
on Jans’s website. If any remain, 
they will be sold at the door. See 
www.wrjphoto.com/.

Jans gets jazzed on Tanzania

Adventurer William Jans, whose loony ways help him make friends with the 
locals, will share his lively tales at the Hollywood Theatre. William Jans photo.
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TRAVEL 604.730.7060 
CLASSADS@STRAIGHT.COM

Scratch & Save 10-50%.

Get your ISIC and receive a Scratch & Save card worth 10-50% off 

Air Canada flights booked at Travel CUTS*.

University of British Columbia, SUB Lower Level, 604.822.2426  

3065 W Broadway, 604.659.2870  |  Simon Fraser University, MBC 2270, 604.659.2850 travelcuts.com

wo

Come in store to find out how.

If you are scratching anything else then it’s time to visit your doctor.

ON–4499356/4499372  |  BC–33127/34799/34798  |  QC–7002238  |  Canadian owned.         *Limited quantities available.

Vancouver 

Convention Centre
East Building, Main Ballroom

Saturday 

October 9th

10am - 5pm

Pre-register online at 

FARE DEALS

AIR SPECIALISTS
Bangkok-fr.  $868 Bali-fr $970
Bejing-fr. $650 Shanghai-fr. $600
Hongkong-fr. $840 Singapore-fr. $900
Sao Paulo-fr. $785 Buenos Aires-fr. $1050
Bogota-fr. $700 Australia-fr. $1058

MARVELOUS TRAVEL 604-739-8565
www.onlinemarveloustravel.net 

SILKWAY TRAVEL  23RD & CAMBIE
604.656.1000   www.silkway.com

HERITAGE OF JAPAN
Spring - 11 Days   $4899up

Depart: Mar 26, 2011
Book before Nov 15 & get $50 off per person!

**Japan Rail Pass Available!** TOFINO

www.TofinoBus.com
1-866-986-3466       Tofino & Ucluelet

www.straight.com  • Homes
 • Cabins 
 • Condos

1.877.799.2779
www.tofi novr.com

Tofino’s Premier Vacation Rentals!

UCLUELET

Luxury forest camping, 
hot tub, sauna, surf camps, 

lessons & rentals
www.surfjunction.com

1.877.922.6722

BOWEN ISLAND
WATERFRONT COTTAGE - Sunsets/fplace

604-947-9293 2 bdrm 2 bath, Priv tennis court, hot 
tub, big deck 2nt minwww.bowenislandcottage.com

SOUTHERN INTERIOR

Princeton Castle Resort
• Quiet RV Park • Horseback Riding
• Boat Rentals • Family Vacations 

• Romantic Getaways

Rooms from $75

1-888-228-8881
www.castleresort.com

HAWAII

Maui : 1 bdrm Oceanfront Condo
www.BarbaraAcheson.com     604-318-1454

INTERNET TRAVEL 
GALIANO ISLAND   Fully equipped 1bm cottage

www.pinkgeraniumcottage.com

Prestige Hotels and Resorts - BC
PrestigeHotelsandResorts.com

Driftwood Village
www.driftwoodcottages.com

S. Vancouver Island Getaway
www.COUGARSCRAG.com          1-888-808-2724

Weigh West Marine Resort
Tofino   www.weighwest.com

BOWEN ISLAND COTTAGE
www.bowenislandcottage.com

MAYNE ISLAND GETAWAY
www.ActivePassBB.com

Prestige Hotels and Resorts - BC
PrestigeHotelsandResorts.com

Princeton Castle Resort
www.castleresort.com

Reefpointcottages.com
1-877-726-4426-

River Run Cottages
www.riverruncottages.com

South Okanagan Vineyards
www.ElmTreeFarmBandB.com

Absolute Heaven Suites & Spa
Sechelt       www.AbsoluteHeavenBB.com

Adventure in Nanaimo & Whistler
www.WildPlay.com

ADVENTURE TRAVEL COMPANY
www.theadventuretravelcompany.com

Asian Travel Specialist
WWW.SILKWAY.TRAVEL

FLIGHT CENTRE
www.flightcentre.ca

Delta Grand Okanagan Resort
www.DeltaHotels.com

Galiano Oceanfront Inn & Spa
www.GalianoInn.com

GREAT HOTEL RATES
www.coasthotels.com

INTREPID TRAVEL
www.intrepidtravel.com

Jamie's Whaling Station Tofino
www.jamies.com

Lake Okanagan Resort
www.LakeOkanagan.com

Okanagan - Keremeos
www.CathedralLakes.ca

Pan Pacific Whistler
www.PanPacificWhistler.com

PEMBERTON VALLEY LODGE
www.PembertonValleyLodge.com

Poet's Cove Resort & Spa
Pender Island      www.PoetsCove.com

Queen Victoria Hotel
www.qvhotel.com

Robson Helimagic
Valemont B.C.     www.RobsonHelimagic.com

Tod Mountain Ranch - Kamloops
www.TodMountainRanch.comTHE RED CROSS.   www.redcross.caCanadian Red Cross 

/ Croix-Rouge Canadienne

Buy or sell your used gear.

Sunday, October 17, 10:30am – 1:30pm
130 W. Broadway, rooftop parking lot
 
Cash event only. Gear sales subject to HST. 
Store rentals will also be sold off. Contact us  
to book a table. For more info, see the Member 
Service Desk or email us at vangearswap@mec.ca 

If you can’t make it, visit 
mec.ca/gearswap


